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Bridging the Divide: Updates on 
new NACD programs and 

opportunities for your districts



NACD MISSION:
To promote the wise and responsible use of 

natural resources for all lands by representing 
locally-led conservation districts and their 
associations through grassroots advocacy, 

education and partnerships

www.nacdnet.org



NACD: 30,000’ Level
• Established in 1946, NACD serves as the unified, national voice 

for the nearly 3,000 conservation districts across the US

• NACD’s member-driven board of directors selects 
conservation policy priorities which are used to develop and 
review environmental and natural resources legislation 

• We work to secure adequate federal funding for natural 
resources conservation programs

www.nacdnet.org
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Who We Are: Structure



NACD: Regions

www.nacdnet.org



What We Do



Annual NACD Spring Fly-In

NACD advocates for the interests of this nation’s nearly 3,000 conservation 
districts and their state/territory associations on Capitol Hill year-round. 

What We Do: Advocacy

Resources for grassroots 
advocacy



NACD testifies before Congress, submits letters and comments on proposed 
federal rules and legislation, and meets with federal lawmakers to advance policies 
related to voluntary, locally-led conservation

Jeremy Peters, NACD CEO, testifying before the House Agriculture 
Subcommittee on Conservation and Forestry on February 28, 2017.

What We Do: Advocacy



What We Do: Advocacy

Natural Resource Policy Groups

Public Lands

Coastal Invasive Species Urban and Community

Tribal Outreach and Partnership Forestry



What We Do: Advocacy

Questions?

1. What do you value about NACD’s 
government affairs work?

2. What other opportunities do you 
see for NACD’s legislative affairs 
team?



What We Do: News

eResource
Weekly collaborative newsletter delivered 
every Tuesday; 13,200 subscribers

The Resource
Electronic and print; quarterly publication 
delivered electronically and one printed 
version to 3,000+ districts

Forestry Notes 
Monthly publication with nearly 13,300 
subscribers

Conservation Clips
Weekly conservation news round-up 
distributed on Friday morning with over 
12,800 subscribers



What We Do: News

Questions?

1. How can NACD improve our 
publications?

2. What other information would be 
valuable to receive regularly?



Partners: NACD, NRCS, NASCA, NCDEA & NARC&DC

The partnership helps NACD expand programs 
through: 

• Technical Assistance Grant Program 
• Urban Agriculture Grant Initiative
• Soil Health Champions Network
• Resource Stewardship Evaluation Tool (RSET)
• NRCS’ Conservation Planning Boot Camp
• Brings conservation planning into 21st Century

What We Do: National Conservation Planning Partnership

What We Do: Membership

National Conservation Planning Partnership



NRCS’ Conservation Planning Boot Camp is a three-week, 
intensive training course for technical employees that covers 

current conservation planning policy, procedures and guidelines 
as outlined in the National Planning Procedures Handbook

What We Do: Membership



Since 2016, $4 million in grants have been delivered to 81 
conservation districts in 34 states

Grants support urban food security, training programs and 
learning gardens, small-scale conservation practices, etc. 

What We Do: 
Urban Agriculture and Community Grants



What We Do: 
Urban Agriculture and Community Grants







What We Do: Membership

Questions?

1. What aspects of your NACD 
membership do you value most?

2. What other resources would you like 
to see on the Member’s Only page?

3. How can NACD improve value to 
members (associations and districts)?



NACD members can access stewardship & 
education materials free of charge

What We Do: Education

COMING SOON: 
CONSERVATIONLEARN.ORG



What We Do: Education

Soil Health Champions
• A network of over 200 farmers, 

ranchers and foresters from across the 
nation who practice and promote the 
use of soil health management

• Likeminded soil health advocates who 
can dialogue with each other as they 
work to build better soil health 
practices

What role does NACD play?
• Provides exclusive access to offers, 

technologies and information specific 
to soil health and conservation, 
including a quarterly bulletin Crowder, 2018

www.nacdnet.org



What We Do: Education

Soil Health Champions



NACD released case studies that found cover crops and/or no-till 
can add more than $100 per acre to a farm’s bottom line

According to the three-year study, these practices:

- Cut fertilizer costs by up to $50 per acre;

- Cut erosion repair costs by up to $16 per acre; and

- Increased yields by up to $76 per acre.

What We Do: Education



What We Do: Education

Questions?
1. How often do you use NACD’s 

education materials?
2. What other materials would be of 

value?
3. How can NACD improve the 

awareness and recruit to the Soil 
Health Champions Network?



What We Do: Events

2020 NACD Summer Conservation Forum and Tour:

Bismarck, North Dakota | July 17-22, 2020 

2021 NACD Annual Meeting: 

New Orleans, Louisiana | Feb. 2021

Opportunities for Networking, Educational Breakout 
Sessions, Skill-Building Seminars, etc.



What We Do: Events

Questions?
1. What do you find most valuable 

about NACD’s events? 
2. What would add value to the 

events?
3. How can we increase attendance 

from your state? 



Every American,

Every day.

Every acre,


