
We are committed to helping farmers reduce 
phosphorus runoff from commercial fertilizer 
and manure to prevent harmful algal blooms. 
The H2Ohio phosphorus reduction plan 
will focus first on reducing runoff into the 
Maumee River Watershed and Lake Erie. 

Soil and Water Conservation District offices 
in each county will lead local efforts to help 
farmers enroll in the H2Ohio program and 
to help them implement best management 
practices on their farm.

Each of Ohio’s 88 counties has a Soil and Water Conservation District, which advocates and 
helps to implement best practices for conservation of land and water resources through 
effective partnerships, education, and technical assistance.  
Each district is represented by a five-member, publicly elected, uncompensated board, 
which works with the citizens of its county to address conservation needs to deliver a tailor-
made conservation program. The Ohio Federation of Soil and Water Conservation Districts 
is led by five officers and a board of directors, composed of five supervisors from each of 
the given areas of the state.
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Conservation Districts 
(SWCDs) provide the 

“boots on the ground” 
who work with developers, 

farmers, businesses and 
local governments on 
natural resource and 
water quality needs.

Ohio’s SWCDs operate 
diverse natural resources-

based programs 
focused on working with 

agricultural, rural and 
urban lands that rely on 
non-mandated funding 

allocated at the local and 
state level.

The state’s increased 
focus to tackle natural 

resource issues, 
particularly in meeting the 

demands of new water 
quality programming, 
gives Ohio’s SWCDs 

more responsibilities and 
greater demands than 

ever before.
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